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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MASK ORDER FOR K-12 SCHOOLS 
September 2, 2021 

 
Dear Parents, and Guardians: 
 
As I am sure you are aware, on Tuesday afternoon, the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
issued an order requiring face coverings to be worn in all school entities effective next 
Tuesday, September 7. 
 
As published on the PA Department of Education’s “Answers to FAQs” page, the order 
applies to children, teachers, staff, and visitors (except those under the age of two) while 
inside the school, regardless of vaccination status.  While our teachers will attempt to hold 
Physical Education classes outdoors, even when indoors students may remove their masks 
during P.E.   
 
Although our District’s Health and Safety Plan left masks a recommended but optional 
choice, this order falls under the state’s Disease Prevention and Control Law.  Fortunately, 
as our extracurricular activities and athletics resume, this order has no impact on crowd 
limits at our events.  Additionally, given the latest Contact Tracing, Isolation, and 
Quarantine guidelines (found after this letter), the order will make contact tracing in 
classrooms unnecessary.  After Tuesday, the school will primarily conduct contact tracing 
based upon seating in the cafeteria during breakfast and lunch, as students would not be 
considered “close contacts” by these guidelines at any other times.   
 
While we recognize that individual attitudes about this order vary greatly, we must 
remember that our children are still in their first weeks of the new school year.  I want our 
teachers’ time with our students in the classroom spent assessing their academic needs, 
while at the same time alleviating any natural back-to-school anxiety that children may 
experience.  For our older students, I want the year to not only include high-quality, in-
person instruction, but also the extracurricular and social activities that complement the 
middle and high school experience.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kenneth J. Kerchenske 
Superintendent 
 

 
CAMBRIA HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Office of the Superintendent 
426 Glendale Lake Road 

Patton, PA 16668 
 
 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Order%20of%20the%20Acting%20Secretary%20Directing%20Face%20Coverings%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/MaskingOrder/Pages/FAQs.aspx
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